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At a Glance

PEOPLE IN NEED
OF ASSISTANCE

2.4M

PEOPLE IN SEVERELY
AFFECTED AREAS

16M

FOR ASSISTANCE

Save lives by providing
immediate, integrated
humanitarian assistance and
protection to those in the most

urgent need; ties; and criteria so that they are protected
against violence and have equal
access to humanitarian aid without
discrimination.
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PEOPLE TARGETED

840K

NUMBER OF
ORGANIZATIONS

70

Restore livelihoods and
access to critical services to
promote the rapid recovery of
the most affected communi-

FUNDING
REQUESTED

s169Mm

Address and advocate the specific
needs of groups of people, based
on gender, age, disability,
displacement or other vulnerability
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Foreword by the
Humanitarian
Coordinator

Gustavo Gonzalez

Resident Coordinator and
Humanitarian Coordinator

Just six weeks ago, Super Typhoon Rai, locally
known as Odette, made its first landfall on 16
December 2021, bringing torrential rains, violent
winds, floods and storm surges to the Visayas
and Mindanao Islands. Overnight, the Typhoon left
hundreds dead and hundreds of thousands of
families homeless. Initial reports showed
devastation across many areas of the impacted
regions, but it is only over the subsequent weeks
that the full scale of damage has come to light.
Our initial assessments only hinted at the scale of
destruction p nearly 1.7 million houses damaged
or destroyed, massive damage to infrastructure,
agricultural land, fishing communities and
livelihoods across a vast geographic area of the
country. In total, the Typhoon severely affected
an estimated 9.9 million people across the six
worst hit regions, leaving about 2.4 million people
in need of assistance. More than a month on
nearly 144,000 people remain displaced, and
many more are living in damaged shelters with
little access to basic services.

| congratulate the Government of the Philippines
for their preparedness activities and for their
response. The effectiveness of the pre-emptive
evacuation of over 800,000 people and clear early
warning messaging saved many lives.

Despite a massive and rapid response by the
Government and local civil society, the needs are
tremendous. People require safe, temporary
shelter and repair kits to rebuild their homes.
Many of them still require food, potable water and
medicines. People need access to sanitation and
hygiene facilities. Planned pilots for school
reopening have come to a halt, with damage to
hundreds of educational facilities. Many people
have lost their livelihoods and will require
immediate assistance to avoid falling into more
critical need. At the same time, Covid-19 has
again surge over the past weeks, affecting both
disaster-affected people and responders, slowing
the response and further burdening an already
disrupted medical system.

As the scale of the disaster became clear, the
Humanitarian Country Team and partners have
worked tirelessly to scale up our efforts and to
expand our response to new areas and evolving
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needs. Coordination with the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management Council
(NDRRMC) and its operating body, the Office of
Civil Defense (OCD), has been critical to timely
harmonize operations in the field. Support from
the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has also
remarkably facilitated the work of the HCT.

disabilities, older people, LGBTIQ persons and
indigenous peoples. As such, the HCT is
committed to integrate the protection needs of
these groups, including their discrimination and
exposure to sexual and gender-based violence
(GBV), as well as their protection from sexual
exploitation and abuse (PSEA) in the response.
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plans to increase their target from 530,000 to
840,000 people, and to expand our areas of
operation to the worst affected areas of Bohol
and Cebu in Region VII, in addition to ongoing
work in the worst-affected areas of CARAGA and
Region VIl from December 2021 to June 2022.
We will also continue to address critical gaps in
other areas of Region VI, including Negros
Occidental and in Palawan. We hope that the
world will continue to extend its support to
expand these critical efforts, including the need to
further support local Non -Government
Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) as the backbone of this
response. | am mindful of the need to show our
commitment to strengthen local response
mechanisms with people at the center in all of our
plans.

We all are aware that disasters like this

disproportionally affect the most vulnerable in our
communities, including children, women and girls,
women and child-headed households, people with

Gustavo on a field visit in Siargao Island
Photo: UN OCHA/Iris Lapid

emergency phase of the response, we are working
to build the foundations for early recovery and
reconstruction to mitigate any long -term impacts
on lives and livelihoods in affected regions, where
data from ongoing Post -Disaster Need
Assessment will help the Government and
international financial institutions set the path for
recovery. We will work closely with our
Government counterparts to learn lessons on how
better to align preparedness, disaster risk
reduction, humanitarian and development action.
We will also ensure that the impacts of climate
change are accounted for as we work to rebuild
and rethink our approach to dealing with storms
and disasters to build a more resilient and
sustainable future.

Together with the HCT, | remain committed to
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stand in solidarity with the people of the
Philippines.
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1. Situation Overview

(amongst damaged houses)



